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Outline of the Lecture

1. The resolution

2. Types of Formal debates

3. Debate leagues

4. Source books

5. Debate etiquette
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Definition of Debate

A formal contest of skill in reasoned 

argument, with two teams taking 

opposite sides of a specified 

question (resolution).
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What is a Resolution?

A resolution or topic is a statement 

which the affirmative team affirms 

(supports) and the negative team 

negates (contradicts)
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Resolution:

Resolved: That the United States should 

change its ----------to substantially -------

-------.
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Types of Formal Debate

1. Team Policy

2. Lincoln-Douglas
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• Involves 2 teams of 2 each who debate a 

specific policy

• Consists of an affirmative and a negative 

team

•The affirmative argues to change the 

status quo and the negative argues to keep 

the status quo

�Team Policy
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1. Lincoln-Douglas

• (L-D or value debate): involves 2 
“teams” of 1 person each who debate 
conflicting values

• Consists of an affirmative and a negative 
team

20009-10  NFL resolution: Resolved: Public high school 
students in the United States ought not be required to pass 

standardized exit exams to graduate.
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Debate Leagues

1. National Christian Forensics and 

Communication Association

2. National Forensics League

3. National Catholic Forensics League
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Source Books

• Background info on the resolution

• Affirmative cases

• Negative briefs

• Pertinent vocabulary

• Information for the beginning debater
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Debate Etiquette

1. Attire 

2. Before  the round

3. During the round

4. After the round
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1. Attire

• Men: suit or sport jacket & slacks and 

tie

• Women: suit or nice dress
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2. Before the round

• Arrive on time

• Greet judge

• Greet opponents
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3. During the Round

• Look only at the judge while speaking

• Refer to opponent by name or 

“affirmative” or “negative” 

• Keep noise and distractions at a 

minimum
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4. After the round

• Thank the judge and timer

• Congratulate the other team on a good 

round.
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