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1. How We Nominate Candidates

• American campaigns are long, complicated 
and very expensive

• The first step is the nominating process
– Nominations limit each party’s choice to one 

person
• Self-nomination for local office is still used in small 

towns/rural areas
• A person usually files a petition to be listed on the 

ballot
• Each state has laws that specify how many signatures a 

candidate must obtain to show that he/she has some 
public support
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How we nominate candidates 
(cont)

• 1797 congressional conferences (later called 
caucuses which have evolved into primaries) 
were held to nominate candidates in secret.
– Voters were not a part of these conferences
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How we nominate candidates 
(cont)

• Direct Primary-an election held within each of the 
two major parties to pick its candidates for the 
general election

• Most states require major parties to use a 
primary to choose their candidates for the US 
Congress, all state offices and most local offices

• A few states use a combination of nominating 
conventions and primaries to pick candidates for 
the top offices
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How we nominate candidates 
(cont)

• Primaries are party elections
• The state:

– Regulates the primary
– Set the dates and conduct the primaries
– Provide polling places, election officials
– Register voters
– Provide ballots 
– Count votes
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How we nominate candidates 
(cont)

• Two kinds of primaries
– Closed primary

• Only party members can vote to choose that party’s 
candidates and they may vote only in the primary of 
their own party

• A person usually establishes party membership when 
he/she registers to vote

• Semi-closed primary
– Allows voters to register with a party or change party 

affiliation on Election Day
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How we nominate candidates 
(cont)

– Open primary
• Voters can vote for a party’s candidates regardless of 

whether they belong to the party
• Voters receive both a Republican and Democratic ballot 

then choose the one of their choice in the privacy of 
the voting booth

• Semi-open primary
– Voters request the ballot for the party of their choice
– Texas has a semi-open primary
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How we nominate candidates 
(cont)

• Presidential primaries
– Most states hold a presidential primary
– Primaries begin in January of the election year and 

conclude in June of the same year
– The first primaries are held in New Hampshire and 

Iowa
– Winners in the early primaries tend to become the 

“front runners” by receiving more media attention
– State legislatures and state parties determine how the 

primaries are set up, who may enter, and who may 
vote (ex. Democrats “Texas Two-Step”)
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How we nominate candidates 
(cont)

• Presidential primaries (cont)
– To make primaries more prominent in the media 

states continue to move primaries to earlier dates
– In 1988 southern states created “Super Tuesday” by 

holding primaries on the same day in March
– Today “Super Tuesday” is the day when the greatest 

number of states hold their primary
– Feb 5, 2008, 24 states held presidential primaries to 

beat out the “Super Tuesday” primaries
– Voters in states with later primary dates are left out 

because presidential nominees have already been 
chosen
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How we nominate candidates 
(cont)

• Presidential primaries (cont)
– A shortened primary season might mean long-

shot candidates will not be serious contenders
– Traditionally winners in the early primaries are the 

successful candidates 
• Gain financial backing to continue the race
• Gain public exposure through speeches and the media

– Accelerated primary schedule could favor the 
richest (best funded) candidates

– Could also force voters to make a decision sooner
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How we nominate candidates 
(cont)

• National Party Conventions
– Were first held in 1830
– Thomas Jefferson didn’t like the idea of a 

convention. He feared that the presidential race 
would become a popularity contest and develop 
into “mobocracy”

– National nominating conventions have changed 
now that most states hold primaries

• Conventions are held in late summer of election year
• They adopt a party platform and rules
• Declare support for party nominees
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2. Modern political campaign

• Each candidate has a campaign staff 
(professionals and volunteers)

• A successful campaign staff must
– Raise funds
– Get positive media coverage
– Produce political ads
– Plan the candidate’s schedule
– Convey the candidate’s position
– Get voters to the polls

• In the past campaigns relied on a strong party 
organization

• Today they rely on professionals
13

Presidential Campaign Organization
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•2004 Campaign Spending
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3. What it costs to win



12/6/2011

6

Fundraising/Spending 2008
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What it costs to win (cont)

• Campaign Reform
– Federal Election Campaign Act (FECA)-1971

• Restricted amount that could be spent on mass media
• Limited amount candidates and families could 

contribute to their own campaign
• Required disclosure of all contributions and 

expenditures over $100
• In principle limited role of labor unions and 

corporations
– 1971-Provided for check-off on income tax returns 

for general campaign funds to be used by major 
party presidential candidates ($3)

17

What it costs to win (cont)

• Campaign Reform (continued)
– Amendments to FECA (1974)

• Created the Federal Election Commission to administer 
and enforce the act’s provision

• Provided public financing for presidential primaries and 
general elections

• Limited presidential campaign spending
• Required disclosure-candidates must file financial 

reports with the FEC
• Limited contributions
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What it costs to win (cont)

• Campaign Reform (cont)
– Buckley v. Valeo (1976) declared the provision 

from the 1971 act limiting a candidate’s personal 
contribution, unconstitutional, and a violation of 
1st Amendment
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What it costs to win (cont)

• Political Action Committees (PACs)
– FECA allows corporations, labor unions, and 

special interest groups to set up PACs to raise 
money for candidates

– Money must be raised from at least 50 volunteer 
donors and must be given to at least 5 candidates

– PACs can contribute up to $5000 per candidate in 
each election

– 2004- about 36% of US House campaign funds 
came from PACs
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What it costs to win (cont)

• Soft Money-campaign money not regulated by 
federal law
– The biggest loophole in the FECA allowed for soft 

money
– It did not prohibit individuals or corporations from 

contributing to political parties
– In 2000- parties raised nearly $463 million 

through soft money
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What it costs to win (cont)

• Independent Expenditures-expenditures for 
activities that are independent from (not 
coordinated) those of a political candidate or a 
political party
– Another loophole in the FECA did not prohibit 

corporations, labor unions, and special interest 
groups from making independent expenditures

• Interest groups can wage their own “issue” campaign as 
long as they don’t say “vote for Candidate X”
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What it costs to win (cont)
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– Interest group-an organized group of individuals sharing 
common objectives who actively attempt to influence 
policymakers in all three branches off government at all 
levels

– A 527-a group created primarily to influence the 
nomination, election, appointment or defeat of candidates 
for public office . Generally not regulated by election 
commission and not subject to contribution limitations 
because technically they do not endorse a particular 
candidate. Many are run by interest groups.

– Called 527 for the section of the tax code under which they 
operate

Amount spent by 527s

2004 Election Cycle
• Total spent:                      

$439.7 million 
• Democratic/liberal 

groups: $307.3 million
• Republican/conservative 

groups: $132.3 million

2008 Election Cycle
• Total spent:                         

$424 million 
• Democratic/liberal 

groups: $282.8 million
• Republican/conservative 

groups: $141.2 million 
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• Campaign Reform Act (also called McCain -
Feingold) of 2002
– Initiated by Sen. John McCain during his bid for the 

Republican nomination for president
– The act was a bipartisan effort
– Increased the amount an individual can contribute to 

a federal candidate to $2000
– Increased the amount an individual can contribute to 

all federal candidates, $95,000 in a 2 year election 
cycle

– An individual can contribute $10,000 per year to state 
and local parties
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What it costs to win (cont)

• Campaign Reform Act 2002 (continued)
– Banned “soft money” (527s bypass this rule)
– Regulated the use of campaign ads paid for by 

interest groups ***
• Prohibits issue advocacy within 30 days of a primary 

election
• Prohibits issue advocacy within 60 days of a general 

election
– *** 2007 Supreme Court invalidated the 

regulation of ads by interest groups citing it 
violates 1st Amendment free speech rights
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What it costs to win (cont)

Top Contributing Groups: 
2004 Elections
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Rank Industry/Group Amount To Democrats To Republicans
1 Retired People $168,657,391 45% 55%

2 Lawyers/Law Firms 166,904,190 74 26

3 Real Estate 87,754,428 41 59

4 Securities/Investments 81,864,589 47 53

5 Health Professionals 67,463,548 37 62

6 Candidate Committees 64,776,591 61 39

7 Business Services 37,482,610 54 45

8 Insurance 34,312,720 32 68

9 Education 32,635,424 77 22

10 Leadership PACs 29,479,947 28 72

11 Commercial Banks 29,417,337 35 64

12 TV/Movies/Music 28,861,668 68 31

13 Computers/Internet 25,895,899 53 46

14 General Contractors 23,965,639 24 76

15 Lobbyists 23,833,436 48 52
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4. How We Elect Candidates

• Types of elections
– General election

• A regularly scheduled election held in even numbered 
years on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November

• President every 4 years
• US representatives every 2 years
• US senators, 1/3 of the senate every 2 years (6 year term)
• Also includes state and local offices

– Special election (state and local level)
• To fill vacancies
• To decide an issue before the next general election
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How we elect candidates (cont)

• Types of ballots
– Australian Ballot: a secret ballot that is prepared, 

distributed, and counted by government officials 
at public expense

• Used by all states  in the US since 1888
• Most states use party-column ballot- which lists all of a 

party’s candidates together in a single column under 
the party label

• Other states use the- office-block ballot- which lists 
together all of the candidates for each office
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How we elect candidates (cont)

• Conducting elections & counting votes
– Within each precinct, voters cast their ballots at 

one polling place
– A precinct election board supervises the voting in 

each precinct
– The precinct election board counts the votes and 

reports the results, usually to the county clerk or 
the board of elections. The county clerk reports 
county results to the state

– Poll watchers (representatives from each party) 
make sure the election is run fairly
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How we elect candidates (cont)

• The Electoral College
– Voters do not vote directly for the presidential 

candidate
– Voters vote for electors who will cast their ballots 

in the electoral college
– Individuals are selected by the states’ political 

parties to be electors
– Each state has as many electors as it has US 

senators and representative
– The electoral college system is a winner-take-all 

system
31

How we elect candidates (cont)

• Electoral college (cont)
– Electors, depending on which candidate won the 

state’s popular vote, meet in their state capitals in 
December to cast their votes for president and 
vice-president

– Electoral college ballots are sent to the US senate 
which counts and certifies them before a joint 
session of Congress in early January

– The majority winner is officially declared the 
winner

– The winner must receive 270 of 538 votes (1 more 
than half the votes)
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How we elect candidates (cont)

• Electoral college (cont)
– It is possible for the winner of the electoral college 

and the winner of the election to not have a 
majority of the popular vote

• 1876-Rutherford Hayes   4,034,311 - (185 electoral votes) 
Samuel Tilden         4,288,546  - (184)

• 1888-Benjamin Harrison  5,443,892 - (233)
Grover Cleveland    5,534,488  - (168)

• 2000- George Bush         50,456,002   -(271) 
Al Gore                  50,999,897  - (266)
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Great Britain & France

Great Britain
– Spending per party is capped 

at $28 million (about $1.65 
collectively, per eligible voter 
compared to $13.50 in 2000 
US election)

– Major parties are permitted a 
5 minute “party election 
broadcast” during the course 
of the campaign

– General elections are called 
within 5  years of the opening 
of parliament

– Campaigning last about 3-4 
wks

France
– $16 million during 12 months 

prior to the election
– An additional $5 million the 

last 3-4 weeks for the 
candidates who progress to 
the final round of voting

– Candidates and parties are 
given free equal time on 
public radio and TV (other TV 
advertising is forbidden)

– Corporate donations are 
illegal (corporations attempt 
to donate illegally)
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